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On the evening of the first day of the
Greater New York Dental Meeting, Henry
Schein hosted a digital dentistry forum,
which featured a short speech from five of
the company’s leaders within the dental
group.
Digital dentistry: Onward and upward
If you weren’t really “in” to the whole digital
dentistry thing, you would have benefited
from attending the speeches. They were
both insightful and inspirational, even to a
simple dental editor like me.
Making the switch to electronic dental
records
Stan Bergman, Chairman of the Board and
CEO of Henry Schein, Inc., began the
speeches by quoting Isaac Asimov, an
American science fiction writer: “No sensible
decision can be made any longer without
taking into account not only the world as it
is, but the world as it will be.” He then added
a Wayne Gretsky quote: “Go to where the
puck is going.”
Without getting into too much detail of what each speaker talked about (I can’t remember the stats or read most of what I
wrote down), I’ll just say that Mr. Bergman laid the foundation for what the rest of the speeches would center on: the future.
And for dentistry and the healthcare field as a whole, it’s bright.
Dr. Marcus Abboud, Founding Chair of the Department of Prosthodontics and Digital Technology at the Stony Brook
University School of Dental Medicine, added that “the most important skill for dentists may be to learn something new,” as
most of what college students are learning in school has to apply generally to some skill in the future; many of the top jobs of
today didn’t exist 10 years ago.
Perhaps the most fascinating thing uttered on stage within that hour – to me, at least – was that future dental technicians
(and “future” probably means “now”) will soon be “techies” – the people interested in computer games, app development,
etc., which means that they won’t be dental technicians because they’re really into dentistry – it means they’ll be dental
technicians because dentistry is where the most fascinating advancements in healthcare – and maybe in general – are
happening.
It’s interesting to think about the changes taking place in our world today, and how the future is coming at us more quickly
than ever before. Better start drinking the Kool-Aid.

Average
rating:

0 Reviews

RELATED ARTICLES

2/27/2014 2:08 PM

Thoughts on going digital, from the leaders of Henry Schein Dental (a qu...

2 of 3

http://www.dentistryiq.com/articles/2013/12/thoughts-on-going-digital-f...

Tuesday Tip from Pride Institute: Establish salary ranges for the roles in your dental office

TOPIC INDEX
View DentistryIQ Articles by Category A-to-Z

Scientists claim mouthwashes can increase heart attack risk

EDITOR'S PICKS
Human Resources for Dental Practices: Can a paycheck be docked for excessive absence?
Top 5 articles on DentistryIQ in February
2014

Thursday Troubleshooter: Email and HIPAA, when is the line crossed?

1 Comment

Thursday Troubleshooter: The pediatric
dentist ignores cavities!

Subscribe RSS

Justin Shafer

78 days ago

How dentists can maximize their
potential through online reviews

Your one of the biggest Kool-Aid drinkers in Dentistry. Don't kid yourself.
Like Reply Share

0

Hanging your single shingle...are you
ready?
Thursday Troubleshooter: Do dental
labs need to sign business associate
agreements?

MOST RECENT

Definitive treatment for baby bottle
syndrome and early childhood caries,
part I - Strip crown success

Top 5 articles on DentistryIQ in February 2014
Speak for Yourself in Your Dental Practice: Without doing intricate lifts on a pair of ice skates

Definitive treatment for baby bottle
syndrome and early childhood caries,
part II - Primary anterior tooth
pulpectomies

Tip reduces need for paper points
Thursday Troubleshooter: The pediatric dentist ignores cavities!

Tuesday Tip from Pride Institute: Dental
pros CAN achieve a work-life balance

The myth about creating “dental value”
How dentists can maximize their potential through online reviews

"Mayumi" - A Story About Pediatric
Dentistry

Dentist leadership in managed group practices

Private practice: How dental therapists
can increase profits

App gives suggestions for the "gifts" from the Tooth Fairy
Why what you do (and what you did years ago) online matters to your career

MORE EDITOR'S PICKS >

Preciso Digital Dentistry Solution hits the open road

DENTISTRYIQ TOPICS
Products
Clinical
Practice Management
Dental Hygiene

Front office
Continuing Education
RDH Products
Marketplace

Community
Events

DIQ ARTICLE ARCHIVES
2009 - 2010 - 2011 - 2012

General
1421 S. Sheridan Road
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74112
(800) 331-4463

Topic Centers

PennWell

Home

Events

Products

Clinical

Pennwell

About Us

RSS

Practice Mgmt.

Dental Hygiene

View All Pennwell Websites

Advertise

Privacy Policy

Front Office

Continuing Ed.

View All Pennwell Events

Contact Us

Terms & Conditions

RDH Products

Marketplace

Sitemap

2/27/2014 2:08 PM

Thoughts on going digital, from the leaders of Henry Schein Dental (a qu...

3 of 3

Copyright © 2014: PennWell
Corporation All Rights Reserved

Subscribe

http://www.dentistryiq.com/articles/2013/12/thoughts-on-going-digital-f...

Community

Webmaster

2/27/2014 2:08 PM

